




















































































































































































































































































































































































































Japanese Primary School Teachers’ Practical Knowledge Constructed 
by Teaching Japanese as a Second Language
FURUKAWA Atsuko
As the number of foreign students has increased in recent years, the education of Japanese as a 
second language （JSL） has become an important and common educational issue in all schools. 
Schoolteachers will be required to improve teaching abilities of JSL from this point onwards. 
Therefore, it is necessary to share information, specialised knowledge and teachers’ experiences 
on teaching JSL with fellow educators in Japan.
This study examined the essence of the teachers’ practical knowledge in teaching JSL 
qualitatively. Surveys were conducted on two teachers who had experience of teaching JSL 
in primary schools. First of all, by using a qualitative method of analysis, the PAC（Personal 
Attitude Construct）Analysis, this current author attempted to interpret and clarify the analytical 
structure of the teachers’ attitude associated with teaching foreign students. Another survey was 
conducted by interview to ask how their experience of teaching Japanese have affected their 
current practice.
The results showed that teachers made continuous efforts to support the students’ language 
development, even though they sometimes experienced conflicts and misunderstandings due to 
cultural differences. In addition, the experience of teaching JSL showed that this had brought a 
positive influence on their perspective of education in general.
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